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EDITORIAL 


Myth - Modernism’s 
Current Technique 





An article in a recent number of THE CHRISTIAN 
CENTURY presents the currént modernistic attack 
on historic Christianity in the form of assertions 
that most of the Christian testimony is myth and 
must be de-mythicized in order to suit modern man. 
Now we have called attention to this form of the 
attack several times in the pages of the Journal. 
We met it in an address by a prominent Negro 
professor to the Interseminary gathering at Gam- 
mon, in an effort by an able American New Testa- 
ment scholar to get the World Council to change its 
Christological basis, and in a review of the positions 
of Professor R. Bultmann when the latter came to 
this country to lecture and teach. The recent article 
states the views emanating from Bultmann with 
particular explicitness. 


Bultmann’s version of the second article of the 
Creed goes about as follows: “and in Jesus Christ 
not His only Son, yet our Lord, not conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, not born of the virgin Mary, suf- 
fered under Pontius Pilate, crucified dead and bur- 
ied, He did not descend into hell, He was believed 
to have risen from the dead, He did not ascend into 
heaven, He is not sitting at the right hand of God, 
and from thence He will mot return to judge the 
quick and the dead.” This leaves for these demyth- 
icizing modernists only the following facts for their 
faith concerning Jesus: He lived, He died, He is 
our Lord, He was believed to have risen—some sort 
of subjective idea of the resurrection. The rest is 
dismissed as not acceptable to the modern mind in 
Europe, Japan, and America. As was presented in 
the paper to the American Theological Committee, 
both the preexistence and the postexistence of Christ 
are described as mythological. As a consequence ob- 
jection was there taken to the World Council’s 
recognition of Christ as God. 


2 


What shall one say of this form of modernism’s 
attack? First, that it subjects the Word of God to 
the wisdom of men instead of judging the philoso- 
phies of men by that word. Bultmann is following 
the current German form of existentialism and is 
admitting as genuine only so much of the Christian 
faith as seems to pass the test of Heidegger’s think- 
ing. But when current thought sits in judgment on 
the Christian doctrinal message, will it not likewise 
pick and choose between the moral commandments, 
and ethical demands of the Word? Who are we, or 
what is our position that we can call God or His 
Word to the bar of our pudgment? Jesus did pre- 
dict a solemn, eternal, separation between men— 
whether or not our age likes the thought. The Word 
of God gives a light to every age—it gives but 
borrows none. 


Secondly, this form of modernism makes of the 
historic Christian a kind of wax figure that can be 
changed with every wind of doctrine. And this 
means that words lose their content and have no 
meaning, and truth is no longer sacred between 
man and man, or nation and nation. Christianity 
has a content and a meaning as every student of the 
history of religion knows. When a few items are 
culled from the content of the Christian faith and 
the rest stripped away as of no value or meaning— 
whether done to fit the reasoning of the enlighten- 
ment as one may observe in D. C. McIntosh’s The 
Reasonableness of Christianity, or in Bultmann’s 
effort to find a few elements that existentialism will 
not veto—the baby is thrown out with the bath. 
What is left is not Christianity as that term has 
been gloriously carved on the pages of history by 
the blood of martyrs and the lives of saints. 


Thirdly, this current attack on the faith ex- 
changes the living Christ for a mere posthumous 
influence of the dead Lord. The Christ who died 
did really, bodily rise from the dead and ascend to 
heaven. He is at God’s right hand now, reigning, 
revealing, interceding, shepherding His flock. Be- 
cause of the present activity of Jesus Christ, our 
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Head, our King, our Saviour, our Chief Shepherd, 
the Church is the Church of the living God. Chris- 
tianity lives not only by what Christ did, but by 
what He is doing, yes and by what He will do when 
He comes in the glory of the Father. We reject 
this pale, anaemic version of the faith which leaves 
Jesus only a figure of past history to be manipulated 
as we see fit. He is the living, reigning Lord and 
we are at His will to be used as He sees fit. Only 
thus is He really our Lord and Saviour, our King 
and our God. Only thus is the one only, living 
and true God, the Redeemer as truly as the Creator, 
the God of grace as well as the God of glory. 

—Wn.C.R. 





Who Is Disloyal? 


When a church is organized by a presbytery, a 
Commission, or through an Evangelist to whom a 
Presbytery has entrusted such power, those persons 
admitted to membership are required to enter into 
covenant, by answering the following questions af- 
firmatively, with uplifted hand: “Do you in reliance 
on God for strength, solemnly promise and cove- 
nant that you will walk together as an organized 
church, on the principles of the faith and order of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States, and 
that you will study the purity and harmony of the 
whole body?” Upon receiving an affirmative answer, 
the presiding minister then says: “I now pronounce 
and declare that you are constituted a church ac- 
cording to the Word of God and the faith and 
order of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States. In the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.” 


Both the church organized and the designated au- 
thority organizing the church agree that it shall be 
according to “the principles of the faith and order 
of the Presbyterian Church‘in the United States,” 
which is that body commonly known as the South- 
ern Presbyterian Church. 


There are those who are desirous that this body 
should no longer exist, that is, as an entity, but that 
it should merge with and become a part of another 
body, known as the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America, or more generally desig- 
nated as the Northern Presbyterian Church. 


Others, believing the original covenant to be 
still a sound and Christian basis for fellowship in 
the church known as the Southern Presbyterian 
Church, are desirious of seeing that body retain its 
identity, and are opposed to being merged with and 
becoming a part of the Northern Presbyterian 
Church. 





Both groups are entitled to their convictions, and 
each should exercise care to maintain a spirit of 
love and patience toward those with whom they 
differ. However, if there is a right on either side 
to bring charges of disloyalty, does that right belong 
to those who would destroy the body to which they 
have pledged their loyalty and support, or to those 
who would preserve it and cause it to continue? 


A simple solution would be for the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States, through duly con- 
stituted authority on those levels where each case 
would justly fall, to dismiss to the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of America those min- 
isters, individual members, and/or, congregations 
who desire to withdraw their support from and 
sever their connections with the “faith and order 
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States,” 
that the purity and harmony of the body might be 
restored and preserved, and that the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States might continue to 
serve the Lord agreeably to the Word of God and 
its own Confession of Faith. 

Any other procedure will destroy the purity and 
peace of the church, and will ultimately cripple and 
weaken the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, under which each individual congregation 
was organized and to which each has promised 


faithfulness in the Lord. —H.L.L. 





Sitting Among 
The Ashes 


We once saw a family digging through the ashes 
of what had been their home. It was a pathetic 
sight, for they were trying to salvage at least some 
token of the past. 


In America today there are Christian young men 
and women who at an earlier date entered College 
or Seminary with high hopes of a life of Christian 
service, only to have their faith impaired and their 
hopes dimmed. One can see some of them pathetic- 
ally digging through the ashes of a former faith, 
trying to salvage and restore something of the hope 
and the joy which once was theirs. 

But, there is a joyous difference in these two 
stories. While a householder can recover but little 
of that which was burned, a Christian can find his 
faith again. The Church is full of men and women 
who went through the experience of a lost faith; 
destroyed in the fires of skepticism, agnosticism, 
modernism, higher criticism and other forms of a 
sin as old as the Garden of Eden—unbelief and 
disobedience. 

Where does a man find his faith again? Where 
he lost it. And that happened when he began to 
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doubt God’s Word. Where he accepted the explana- 
tions of man rather than the clear statements of 
Scripture. When he placed human reason and schol- 
arship above divine revelation. When man goes 
back to the place where he made his grievous mis- 
take, acknowledges his sin, asks God’s forgiveness 
and His help to a new faith in Him and His Word 
—then there is restored to him the joy of salvation, 
the beauty of praise and the power of His presence 
in doing His work. —L.N.B. 





Certainty And 
Security 


A Christian worker recently said: “I have no 
personal assurance of salvation.” Then brother it 
is high time you secured such assurance, or that you 
discontinue your work in the church. 


Suppose a business man found a salesman who 
said: “I am not sure that my product will work, I 
do not know that it will do what is claimed for it’’; 
there is every reason to think that the sales manager 
would either demonstrate to his salesman that it 
does work; or, if he remained unconvinced he would 
dismiss him and secure someone who was sold on 
the product. 


Paul said: “J know whom I have trusted, and am 
persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto him against that day.” He knew 
that the gospel which he preached was foolishness 
to the world, but unto those who believe and accept 


it, (and are therefore saved), “it is the power of 
God.” 


There is nothing which impresses unbelievers 
more than a message of authority and one can never 
effectively witness for Christ who does not know by 
his own personal experience that the Gospel does 
save, that God still exercises His almighty power in 
the redemption of those who accept His Son. 


Such authority and such assurance have their 
basis in the Word of God. We accept the clear state- 
ments of the Word and thereby appropriate them 
into our own lives. The Holy Spirit then bears 
witness to the fact that they are true and we re- 
joice in something we know through the experience 
of the heart. 


For a Christian to say, “I hope it works,” or 
“There is nothing better to offer so I accept Christ 
and hope for the best,” is a travesty on the assur- 


ance which should be his. 


Without such assurance one is not prepared to 
live—nor is he prepared to die. —L.N.B. 


Why Should 
We Pray? 


Some pictures make us wonder; some make us 
weep; some make us pray. In the ninth chapter of 
Mark’s Gospel we have three pictures which ought 
to make us pray. 
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If we get close enough to Heaven, we will pray, 
and the three disciples got close to Heaven when 
they went up on the Mount of Transfiguration 
with Jesus. There they saw the Power, the Glory, 
and the Love of the world above us. This is one 
mighty good reason for prayer, for all the resources 
of God are open to him who prays. Jesus said, Ask, 
and it shall be given unto you, seek, and ye shall 
find, knock, and it shall be opened unto you. 

If we get close enough to Earth, we will pray, 
and these same disciples got very close to the earth 
and its needs when they came down from the moun- 
tain to find the great multitude, the baffled and 
ashamed disciples, the jeering critics, the heart- 
broken father, and the poor afflicted boy. What a 
picture of our own world and its needs! When we 
see the tragic condition of a world without Christ, 
we ought to pray. 


If we get close enough to our own hearts, we 
will pray. They asked Jesus, Why could we not 
cast him out? In answer to that question they are 
led to see their very souls, for He gives them an 
x-ray picture of the sad condition within them- 
selves. Unbelief, lack of prayer, dullness of under- 
standing, self-seeking, narrowness and_ jealousy, 
stumbling-blocks, too little salt. As we read the 
balance of the chapter we see all of these things. 
All the weakness, and sins of our hearts call us to 
prayer. 


I saw this headline in a little paper the other day: 
“If America is to get on her feet, the Church will 
have to get on her knees.” Is it not time for us to 
get on our knees and pray? —J.K.P. 
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School Children Gathering For Children’s Meeting At I-lan, Formosa. 





Tent Evangelism In Formosa 


By Rev. Geo. A. Hudson, Th.D. 


Formosa 


The Portuguese gave this island the name “For- 
mosa’” which means “Beautiful Island.” The 
Chinese and Japanese took the name “Taiwan’”’ 
which means “Bay of Terraces.”’ I would suggest 
the name “Island of Opportunity” for it is indeed 
an island of opportunity for Southern Presbyterian 
Missionaries. There are now six missionaries of the 
Presbyterian Church U. S. engaged in missionary 
work on Formosa: Misses Gussie Fraser, Margue- 
rite Mizell, Frances Stribling, Mrs. O. V. Arm- 
strong and Rev. and Mrs. Geo. A. Hudson. Three 
other members of the Southern Presbyterian group 
are now on furlough: Miss Lillian Wells and Rev. 
and Mrs. James N. Montgomery. Three new re- 
cruits will soon arrive: Miss Marion Wilcox and 
Rev. and Mrs. E. S. Currie. A door of opportunity 
has truly been opened to Southern Presbyterian Mis- 
sionaries on this beautiful and populous island. 


In order that our Southern Presbyterian Church 
may have an intelligent interest in the work of its 
missionaries upon Formosa something should be said 
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of its physical features, population, resources and 
government. Some account also should be taken of 
the Canadian Presbyterian Mission and the Taiwan 
Presbyterian Church with whom we are working. 


Physical Features 


Formosa is a long, narrow island 85 miles off 
the south east coast of the mainland of China. It is 
240 miles in length and 85 miles in width. The 
eastern and central areas are mountainous. It is 
said that there are more than 50 peaks 10,000 feet 
in height and one mountain 14,000 feet in elevation. 
The mountain scenery is magnificent. 


The western coastal plain is fertile and is excel- 
lent farm land. 


The Tropic of Cancer passes through the center 
of the Island. The climate is hot in summer. In 
winter the temperature drops to 50 degrees, and the 
cold is penetrating due to much rain and mist. There 
is much variation in temperature between the ex- 
treme northern and southern tips of the Island. 








Population 


The population of Formosa is estimated to be 
10,000,000 persons, divided into three groups: Ist. 
The Tribes People of the mountains who came 
originally from Malaya. 2nd. The peoples of the 
plains, who in early days came from the Amoy 
district of China. These two groups of Formosans 
make up some 7,500,000 of the population. 3rd. 
The recent civilian refugees from the mainland of 
China who number approximately 2,000,000. In 
addition there are some 500,000 Nationalist soldiers. 


Resources 


Formosa is rich in agriculture, producing two 
rice crops a year. She also produces sugar cane and 
fruits in abundance. Ramie is extensively grown. 
Camphor is produced, There is a considerable quan- 
tity of coal and petroleum. Formosa is self-sus- 
taining and has rice for export. 


Government 


From 1895 to 1945 Formosa was under the con- 
trol of Japan. Then the Island was turned over 
to the Nationalist Government of China. At first 
the Nationalist rule was harsh, but is now reformed, 
giving the Formosans a larger measure of freedom 
than they ever had before. 


Presbyterian Missions And The 
Taiwan Presbyterian Church 


Presbyterian Missionary work in Formosa was 
established 80 years ago. The Canadian Presby- 
terian Mission worked in the northern areas of the 
Island and the English Presbyterians in the southern 
areas. The fruit of this missionary work is the 
establishment of the Taiwan Presbyterian Church 
which now has two Synods: The North Formosa 
Synod consisting of four Presbyteries, and the South 
Formosa Synod which also consists of four Synods. 
The First General Assembly was held in February, 
1951. The 80th Anniversary Celebration was held 
in February, 1952. There are now more than 200 
organized Presbyterian Churches of some years 
standing and more than 100 churches recently or- 
ganized in the mountainous areas among the Tribes 
People. The total Presbyterian membership is more 
than 50,000. There are two Presbyterian Theologi- 
cal Seminaries and two Presbyterian Bible Schools. 


Work Of Missionaries Of The 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


Missionaries of the Southern Presbyterian Church 
U.S. are working in cooperation with the Canadian 
Presbyterian Mission and with the Formosan Pres- 
byterian Church. Rev. and Mrs. James N. Mont- 
gomery promoted the work of the China Sunday 
School Union up to the time of their recent depart- 
ure on furlough to the U.S.A. Miss Wells was en- 
gaged in school work in the Tan Shui Girls School 
up to the time of her furlough. Miss Gussie Fraser 
has taken Miss Wells’ place in the Girls School. 
Mrs. O. V. Armstrong and Miss Frances Stribling 
have taken over the work of the Sunday School 
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MEMORIALS 


that never die 


emorial funds, perpetuating the memory 

and the good works of parents, wives, 

husbands, or other loved ones, are building for 

our Board of World Missions a substantial en- 

dowment from which the income, down through 

the years, will carry the Gospel to distant cor- 
ners of the earth. 


Many members of our Church have found this 
an ideal way to invest some of their means in 
Christian giving. More and more of these Me 
morials are being established each year with 
our Board. Permanent funds may be started 
with a small amount and additional deposits 
made from time to time as convenient. 


If you would like to know about them, we will 
be glad to send you full information concerning 
Memorial Funds and to answer any questions 
you may wish to ask. Address: 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 


BoarRD or WorRLD Missions 


Presevrerian CHURCH IN THe Unrreo STATSeS 





POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 4, TENN. 
“To Foreign Missions a Share” 
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Union. Miss Marguerite Mitzell is carrying on 
evangelistic work among students and people from 
the mainland of China. Mrs. Hudson and I have 
been carrying on evangelistic campaigns using a 
tent. The following is an account of our Spring 
Evangelistic Campaigns. 
TENT EVANGELISM 
Organization 

Our organization is known as the Gospel As- 
sembly Tent, in Chinese Fu Yin Hui Mu. We work 
in cooperation with the Canadian Presbyterian Mis- 
sion and the Taiwan Presbyterian Church. 


Our Evangelistic Team consists of six persons: 
Geo. A. Hudson, Evangelist; Mr. Peter Liu, ‘Tai- 
wanese Interpreter and lay worker; Mr. James 
Chang, Song Leader; Mrs. Geo. A. Hudson, 
Leader of Womens and Childrens Meetings; Miss 
Miriam Li, Co-leader of Womens and Childrens 
Meetings; Mr. John Chen, Tent Manager. 


Equipment 

A tent 80 feet by 59 feet was used, equipped with 
folding benches seating 900 adults or 1200 children, 
portable pulpit platform with pulpit desk, electric 
lights, loud speakers, phono-player, slide projector, 
tape-recorder for recording choir music, and a fold- 
ing Estey organ. This splendid equipment was given 
by members of the Decatur Presbyterian Church, 
Decatur, Georgia, Brother Bryan’s Church, Birm- 
ingham, Alabama, and an Elder of the Independent 
Presbyterian Church, Savannah, Georgia. 


Program 
Five Evangelistic Campaigns were held from 
March 23rd to July 6th in five towns: Chung-li, 
Chi-lung, Lo-tung, I-lan and Su-ao. Two campaigns 
were held in Churches and three campaigns were 
held using the Gospel Assembly Tent. 


Five meetings were conducted each day during 
the first week of the campaigns: 6:45 A. M. Revival 
Service for Church Members; 10:00 A. M. Meet- 
ing for Neighborhood Children; 2:00 P. M. Evan 
gelistic Meeting for Women; 4:30 P. M. Meeting 
for School Children; 8:00 P. M. Evangelistic Meet- 
ing for Adults. I preached twice each day at 6:45 
A. M. and 8:00 P. M. The messages were given 
in Mandarin and interpreted into the Taiwanese 
language. Mrs. Hudson and co-workers conducted 
the Womens and Childrens Services. We had excel- 
lent attendance upon the meetings. On several oc- 
casions there were 1200 children in the big tent. 
Often there were 1000 people at the 8:00 P. M. 
Evangelistic Service, the tent filled and many peo- 
ple standing outside the open tent. The tent is a 
great attraction and draws people to its services 
who would never enter a church building. The 
tent is truly an efficient means of mass evangelism. 


During the second week of the campaigns en- 
quirers were taught the fundamentals of the Chris- 
tian religion. Specially prepared enquirers material 
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was used, together with projector showing slides on 
the Life of Christ and Old Testament Stories. 
There was much visitation of enquirers during the 
second week of the campaigns. Thus the enquirers 
were nurtured and brought into contact with the 
local church in which the teaching was carried on. 
Preaching and teaching went on hand in hand thus 
conserving the results of the evangelistic effort. 
There was fine cooperation on part of pastors and 
Church members of the Taiwan Presbyterian 
Church. 





Statistical Summary 

Place of Total Enquirers 
Meeting Attendance Enrolled 
Chung-li 6,000 163 
Chi-lung 6,500 234 
Lo-tung 20,000 318 
I-lan 29,500 336 
Su-ao 10,500 135 

Totals 72,500 1,186 


Note: An Enquirer is a person who has made a definite 
decision to either accept Christ as Saviour or to study 
the Christian religion with purpose to believe after further 
knowledge is acquired. 


Campaign Incidents 


At Chung-li military men took much interest in 
the meetings. Two generals of the Chinese Army 
were received into Church membership. 


At Chi-lung an elderly Chinese gentleman of 
commanding appearance was so touched by the Gos- 
pel message and so convicted of sin that he could 
not rest or sleep until he had made confession of 
sin and had accepted Christ as personal Saviour. 


At Lo-tung more than 500 women came in a 
body to the afternoon meeting in the tent to hear 
the Gospel. A number of them came back to the 
tent for further preaching and teaching. 


At I-lan a young man braved the bitter opposi- 
tion of his idolatrous parents, faithfully attended 
meetings in the tent and took part in the Enquirers 
Classes. He expressed his belief in Christ. His was 
a triumph of faith. 


At Su-ao a woman of exceptionally fine education, 
who had experienced much sorrow in her life, came 
to the tent and listened most attentively to the Gos- 
pel messages. She signed as an enquirer and studied 
the Christian religion. Here was a soul seeking peace 
and rest in the gospel of Christ. 


Request For Prayer 


Many friends in our Southern Presbyterian 
Church prayed for the Spring Evangelistic Cam- 
paigns. These prayers were heard. God blessed our 
meetings. We now earnestly request that many more 
friends join in prayers for our Fall Evangelistic 
Campaigns which are scheduled as follows: 


September 14-28 Chi-lung 
October 5-19 Ta Chia 
November 2-16 Chang-hua 


November 23-December 7 ___Tai-chung 



























If the members of our Southern Presbyterian ing knowledge of Jesus Christ as Saviour by means f 
Church U. S. will join in earnest prayer for the of Tent Evangelism under the blessing of God and Es 
Church of Formosa with whom we are cooperating through the power of His Holy Spirit. Et 
and for the more than 9,000,000 people upon For- Will v nail . D 
mosa who have not yet been saved, we are confident a ng 
that a great revival can come to the Church of For- Tan Shui, Taiwan (Formosa) P: 
mosa and that multitudes can be brought into sav- August 21, 1952 Sp 

Ww 

th 

SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS REV. J. KENTON PARKER R 
p 

LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 28 s] 
al 

>] - ; | 

The Glory Of Solomon's Empire 

n 

(Temperance ) s 

t 

Scripture: I Kings 4:20-34; 7:1-8; 9:10— 1 
11:43. Devotional Reading: Psalm 125. 

“Solomon in all his glory” had become a proverb in Jewish life and literature. In the Sermon on the 


Mount when Jesus is exhorting His disciples not to be unduly anxious or worried about what they should 
eat, or drink, or wear, He illustrates His teaching by the care-free life of the birds and the beauty of the 
flowers. “And why are ye anxious concerning raiment. Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they 
toil not neither do they spin: And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed 


like one of these.” “Solomon in all his glory” was 
a symbol of the highest earthly glory which a king- 
dom could achieve. The glory of Solomon’s empire, 
like all other earthly empires, was a fading glory. 
In today’s lesson we see it shine forth in great 
splendor, and we see it begin to fade. 


I. The Outward Splendor of 


Solomon’s Reign: 
I Kings 4:20-28; 7:1-8; 9:10; 10:28 


There was first of all the extent of his kingdom. 
David had widened the borders of the land by sub- 
duing the surrounding nations so that Solomon 
reigned over all kingdoms from the river unto the 
land of the Philistines. 


The provisions which he had for one day reveal 
the luxury of his court: 30 measures of fine flour, 
and threescore measures of meal, 10 fat oxen, and 
20 oxen out of the pastures, and 100 sheep, beside 
harts, and roebucks, and fallow-deer, and fatted 
fowl. 


The land had peace and Judah and Israel dwelt 
safely, every man under his vine and under his fig 
tree, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, all the days of 
Solomon. 


His stables and provisions for his horses are an- 
other indication of this outward splendor. (This 
was in direct violation of the command that the 
king should not multiply unto himself horses see 
Deut. 17:16) (See also 10:26 for more about these 
horses and chariots). 


His great building program is still another way 
of measuring the outward splendor of his reign. 








We saw in our last lesson the splendor of the 
Temple which he erected. If he had stopped with 
this, or been content with more moderate plans for 
his other buildings, there would have been less dan- 
ger to his kingdom. He was seven years in building 
the House of the Lord, but he spent almost twice as 
long, (13 years) upon his own palace. Then he 
built the house of the forest of Lebanon. He also 
made a house for Pharoah’s daughter whom he had 
taken as one of his wives. He made a great throne 
of ivory, and overlaid it with the best gold. Twelve 
lions stood there on the one side and on the other; 
“there was not the like made in any kingdom.” 


Gold and silver were most abundant. All king 
Solomon’s drinking vessels were of gold, and all the 
vessels of the house of the forest of Lebanon were 
of gold: none were of silver; it was nothing ac- 
counted of in the days of Solomon. So king Solo- 
mon exceeded all the kings of the earth for riches 
and for wisdom. 


The navy of Solomon was a new, and remarkable 
thing in the history of Israel. 
II. The Wisdom of Solomon, 
or the Inward Glory Of His Reign: 
I Kings 4:29-34; 10:1-13 

“And God gave Solomon wisdom and under- 
standing exceeding much, and largeness of heart, 


even as the sand that is on the sea shore.” And 
Solomon’s wisdom exceeded the wisdom of all the 
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children of the east country, and all the wisdom of 
Egypt.” ‘For he was wiser than all men; than 
Ethan, the Ezrahite, and Heman, and Chalcol, and 
Darda, the sons of Mahol: and his fame was in all 
nations round about.” He was a great writer of 
Proverbs and songs, and a student of Nature as he 
spoke of trees, herbs, beasts, fowls and fishes. As 
was to be expected, there came people from all over 
the earth to see and to hear him. 


One of those who came was the Queen of Sheba. 
She was doubtful before her visit, and she came 
prepared to test him with hard questions, but when 
she had seen all his wisdom and all that he had done 
and the splendor of his court, she said to the king, 
It was a true report that I heard in mine own land 
of thy acts and of thy wisdom. Howbeit I believed 
not the words, until I came, and mine eyes have 
seen it: and, behold, the half was not told me: for 
thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame 
which I heard.” What an opportunity Solomon 
had to witness for God, but seemingly, like Heze- 
kiah later in history when the ambassadors of Baby- 
lon came to see of the wonders done in the land, 
Solomon seemed more interested in displaying his 
own greatness and wealth than in witnessing for 
the Lord. He might have spread the knowledge of 
God to all lands if he had used his opportunity. 


They exchanged presents. The Queen brought 
an enormous amount of gold and spices, and Solo- 
mon gave unto the Queen all her desire. She did 
seem to get some impression of the true religion 
for she said, Blessed be the Lord thy God, which 
delighted in thee, to set thee on the throne of Israel: 
because the Lord loved Israel for ever, therefore 
made he thee king, to do judgment and justice. So 
in this case, there seemed to be some witness to the 


Lord. 


One instance of the wisdom of Solomon is given 
in chapter three just after the vision at Gibeon, and 
many other incidents are cited in traditions. If his 
wisdom had led him to lead a good life then there 
would be no blot on his glorious reign. 


III. The Sins of Solomon: 
I Kings 11:1-13 


Chapter 11 starts with one of those “buts” which 
tell such a sad story: “But king Solomon loved 
many strange women, together with the daughter of 
Pharoah.” These heathen wives turned his heart 
away after other gods, and Solomon did evil in the 
sight of the Lord. He even built an high place for 
Chemosh, the abomination of Moab, and for 
Molech, the abomination of the children of Am- 
mon, and for all the gods of his strange women. 
How could a man as wise as Solomon; a man who 
had built the Temple, and prayed that beautiful 
prayer at its dedication, do these foolish and sinful 
things? Sin is deceitful and the human heart de- 
praved. Solomon, with all his wisdom, was not 
sufficient in himself. What a warning to other 
“wise men”! 
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“And the Lord was angry with Solomon, because 
his heart was turned from the Lord God of Israel, 
which had appeared unto him twice.” God’s anger 
and wrath are always just and righteous. He warns 
the king that He will rend the kingdom from him, 
not in his days, however, because of David, his 
father. The beginning of this “rending” is seen 
in the balance of the chapter. 


Il. The Adversaries of Solomon: 
| Kings 11:14-40 


Sin undermines empires. It was sin which began 
the destruction of the glorious kingdom of Solomon. 
Sin is the thing which will destroy America, if she 
is ever destroyed. It is working day and night to 
do this, and it will succeed unless we repent and 
turn to God. If Solomon had repented, and led his 
nation to repentance, there would have been a dif- 
ferent story to tell. 


‘And the Lord stirred up an adversary unto Solo- 
mon, Hadad the Edomite.” He fled to Egypt in 
the time of David, but later came back to his own 
country, by permission of Pharoah. 


‘And God stirred up another adversary, Rezon 
the son of Eliadah. He reigned in Damascus and 
was an adversary to Israel all the days of Solomon.” 


The chief adversary, however, was Jereboam, the 
son of Nebat. The prophet Ahijah finds Jereboam 
and in a most dramatic manner tells him that God 
is going to take the kingdom, 10 tribes of it, out of 
the hands of Solomon’s son and give these 10 tribes 
to him. Then he gives Jereboam this promise; And 
it shall be, if thou wilt hearken unto all that I 
command thee, and will walk in my ways, and do 
that is right in my sight, to keep my statutes and 
my commandments, as David my servant did; that 
I will be with thee, and build thee a sure house, as 
I built for David, and will give Israel unto thee.” 
Solomon sought to kill Jereboam, but he fled to 
Egypt. 


There is a law of God which works in the life 
of nations as well as in the life of individuals: God 
is not mocked, for whatsoever a man (or a nation) 
sows that shall he also reap. The seeds of sin were 
sown during the reign of Solomon. It was a glor- 
ious reign in many respects, but sin will wreck the 
most glorious nation or the most eminent life. 


In the case of nations, God uses “adversaries,” 
either men or nations, to execute judgment. 





Meeting Of The Presbytery 
Of Mid-Texas 


Mid-Texas Presbytery convenes in the First 
Presbyterian Church, Itasca, Tuesday, September 
23, at 9:30 A.M. The Moderator is Rev. Fred. W. 
Tyler; the Pastor-Host is Rev. N. P. Wilkinson. 

R. K. McCall, Stated Clerk. 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 28 


One Word 


DEVOTIONAL: 
Hymn: “Come, We That Love The Lord.” 
Prayer. 
Hymn: “Beneath The Cross Of Jesus.” 
Offering: Prayer of Dedication. 
Scripture: I] Timothy 3:1-17. 


Hymn: “O Word Of God Incarnate.’ 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

The program this evening is a very important 
one, involving the very foundation of our faith. 
It is centered around the Bible, the Word of God. 
The word “Bible” actually means book, but through 
common usage has come to mean much more, for it 
is God’s Book; His word to man. 


Our first speaker will deal with the subject of 
Inspiration, or how the Bible was written. 


First SPEAKER: 

The Bible itself is unique in that it claims to have 
been inspired by God Himself, as through the Holy 
Spirit He moved men to write what He would 
have them write. Peter in his second epistle says, 
“«... No prophecy of the scripture is of any pri- 
vate interpretation. For the prophecy came not... 
by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” Paul adds his 
word of support to Peter’s position when, in his 
second letter to Timothy he writes, “All scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness.” 


God did not violate the personalities of the men 
He used. He spoke through their lips, used their 
vocabularies, adapted the instrument to His pur- 
pose. Nevertheless, He so directed their writings 
that the words written were of God’s own choosing, 
and perfectly express what He had in mind should 
be recorded. Our confession of faith declares that 
all sixty-six books of the Bible were “... given by 
inspiration of God, to be the rule of faith and life.” 
It also states that “the authority of the Holy scrip- 
tures, for which it ought to be believed and obeyed, 
dependeth not upon the testimony of any man or 
church, but wholly upon God (who is truth itself), 
the author thereof; and therefore it is to be received, 
because it is the word of God.” 


CHAIRMAN: 


Thank you very much. Now our second speaker 
will present the important topic of Revelation, or 


what is contained in the Bible, the Word of God. 
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SECOND SPEAKER: 

God had a purpose in inspiring His servants to 
write the Bible. Although there were many au- 
thors over a period of some fifteen hundred years, 
there is but one essential message. The Bible is 
God’s revelation of His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
It tells of His incarnation, sacrificial death, resur- 
rection, ascension, reign and return. The written 
Word speaks of the Incarnate Word who “became 
flesh and dwelt among us.”” When Christ, after His 
resurrection from the dead, was walking along the 
Emmanus road with two disciples, “beginning at 
Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them 
in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.” 
Later on, when He was with His followers as a 
group, “then opened He their understanding, that 
they might understand the scriptures, and said unto 
them, Thus it is written, and thus it behooved Christ 
to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: 
and that repentance and remission of sins should 
be preached in his name among all nations, begin- 
ning at Jerusalem.” 


In other words, the inspired and sacred Scriptures 
constitute God’s revelation to man of the salvation 
that is provided for sinners through the death of 
His Son, Jesus Christ. Many things are set forth 
in the Bible, but all things point to one basic truth, 
the redemption of sinners through the death of 
Christ on Calvary. As is stated in our confession of 
faith: “... Those things which are necessary to 
be known, believed, and observed for salvation, are 

. clearly propounded and opened in 
ture.” 


Scrip- 


CHAIRMAN: 

Thank you. Now our third speaker will present 
a very practical and helpful theme entitled, J//umi- 
nation, or how God enables us to understand His 


Word. 


THIRD SPEAKER: 

Though much work has been done by able and 
learned translators to present the Bible in the sim- 
plest translations possible, the fact remains that we 
cannot understand the precious truths therein re- 
vealed without the illuminating work of the Holy 
Spirit. Paul prayed for the Ephesians that the eyes 
of their understanding might be enlightened by 
God, for he desired that they might know and 
understand the truth of their relationship to God 
through the Lord Jesus Christ. In his first epistle 
to the Church at Corinth, the Apostle reminded 
them that they were taught of the Holy Spirit, and 
that no man, apart from the Spirit, could under- 
stand the things of God. In speaking of the “wis- 
dom of God in a mystery,” which mystery con- 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 









Tea 


anypeeee 














to 
u- 











o eapetete i = EE 


tained that which the “eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered in the heart of man,” 
Paul declares, “But God hath revealed them unto 
us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, 
vea, the deep things of God. For what man knoweth 
the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is 
in him? Even so the things of God knoweth no 
man, but the Spirit of God. Now we have received 
not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is 
of God; that we might know the things that are 
freely given to us of God. Which things also we 
speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teach- 
eth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing 
spiritual things with spiritual.” 


The same Holy Spirit who inspired the Bible 
will illumine its pages to our hearts and minds if 
only we will trust Him to be our teacher. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

Thank you. And certainly we should thank God 
for giving us the Bible and for showing us the way 
of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. Surely 
we should read our Bibles every day. We should 
read faithfully, systematically, and prayerfully; 
trusting God to speak through His Word to each 
of our hearts that we might “grow in grace and 
in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ.” 


DiscuUSsSION — CLOSING PRAYER 





WOMEN’S WORK 


Our Synodical Objective 
“Every Two Winning One” 
By Mrs. James Clark 


North Carolina Synodical Chairman 
Of Spiritual Growth 


The Women of the Church of North Carolina 
are becoming greatly interested in our objective 
“Every Two Winning One.” 





This program is the result of a challenge given 
by Dr. Harold Dudley, Stated Clerk, Synod of 
North Carolina. He told us, at our Synodical meet- 
ing in Wilson, that if today there were only one 
Christian, and he won one other to Christ, and 
tomorrow the two each won one, and next day the 
four each won one, and so on, the whole world 
would be won for Christ in forty days! We felt 
then the importance of each Christian, but we also 
felt the need of the prayers and inspiration of a 
fellow worker. Hence our objective! 


The goal is evangelistic, but should also en- 
courage Spiritual Growth and Christian Fellow- 
ship as each two women pray and work together to 
win another to Christ. 


With the counsel of the minister and the help of 
the Director of Religious Education and the Presi- 
dent of the Women of the Church, the Chairman 
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of Spiritual Growth of each organization is to head 
a committee to secure names of unchurched or dis- 
interested women. The names may be secured in 
several ways: 


1. Exploring the Sunday School roll. 
2. Canvassing neighborhood. 
3. Asking for names from circle members. 


4+. Securing lists of newcomers from Chamber 
of Commerce. 


The names secured are given to the circle chair- 
man and Bible leader. They ask each two women in 
the circle to take one of these names, and by show- 
ing a sincere friendly interest, win her into the 
Christian fellowship and of the organization and 
Church. 


Working together, with Christ, we can claim 
His promise “if two of you shall agree on earth as 
touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be 
done for them of my Father, which is in Heaven.” 





IMPORTANT 
Reservations - 1953 Women’s 
Training School 
Montreat ... North Carolina 


Following the requests that have been made by 
the Women of the Church to equalize the use of 
the available spaces at the Hotels in Montreat, 
North Carolina, the Board of Women’s Work with 
the approval of Dr. McGregor, President, Mountain 
Retreat Association and Mr. C. A. Stubbs, Man- 
ager of Montreat Hotels, is with the cooperation of 
the Women’s Advisory Council venturing in the 
plan as outlined here. 


The 356 spaces available in Montreat Hotels 
will be allocated to the Synodicals on a mem- 
bership basis, this quota to include Synodical 
and Presbyterial Presidents. (Synodical Presi- 
dents will release information about quotas.) 


The Synodical President or her appointee 
will serve as a contact person with the Moun- 
tain Retreat Association, making reservations 


for her assigned quota with Mr. C. A. Stubbs. 


In addition to the Hotels at Montreat, 
Guest Homes are glad to entertain paying 
guests and a list of these Homes will be listed 
later in the year. Quotas as given to Synodical 
Presidents do not include spaces available in 
Guest Homes. These reservations will be made 
by individual women for themselves. 


Anything new requires patience, understanding 
and much prayer. We count on each woman to co- 
operate loyally, that an acceptable plan will be 
developed. 
—Board of Women’s Work, 
Atlanta, Georgia. 











White Cross Supplies 
For Japan In 1953 


In the Yearbook and Annual Report, 1952, 
Board of World Missions, Mrs. A. B. Taylor, Jr., 
writes of the medical work, the newest part of our 
missionary work in that country, as follows: 

‘Jesus came teaching, preaching and healing. For 
67 years the Presbyterian Church, U. S., has tried 
in His name to bring the Word to Japan by means 
of teaching and preaching. In 1951 for the first 
time we are ready to begin reaching out to the 
hearts and minds of men through the ministry of 
healing. Dr. and Mrs. Frank A. Brown, Jr., form 
erly of the China Mission, arrived in the fall and 
expect to undertake medical work at the earliest 
possible moment, probably in Gifu Prefecture.” Dr. 
and Mrs. Brown are in Kobe, Japan, (full address 
in July Survey, p. 47). 

In March, 1952, a letter came to the Board of 
Women’s Work in response to an inquiry sent to 
Mr. Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer, with whom con- 
tacts, regarding White Cross supplies, are made. 
Mr. Hearn wrote that Dr. Brown wants to place 
an order for White Cross supplies and had asked 
for information about what comes in that category. 
Immediately a copy of the leaflet White Cross 
W ork was sent to Dr. Brown, and Mr. Hearn also 
wrote to him, giving him information as to what 
may be included in such supplies. 

It will be the privilege of some synodical to ac- 
cept the list of supplies which will come from Dr. 
Brown, will be approved by the Board of World 
Missions and offered to one of the sixteen synodicals 
this fall. What a thrill there will be to that group 
which will prepare for the first time White Cross 
supplies to go to our new medical work in Japan! 
We rejoice that this opportunity has come and that 
in one more of our World Mission fields the mes- 
sage of Christian compassion and love will go 
through the bandages and other medical supplies 
furnished by some of the women of the home 
churches. 





The Place Of Women In 
Bible Society Work 

The United Bible Society in its most recent meet- 
ing heard reports on Women’s Work from the Bible 
Societies in different parts of the world, and came 
to the conclusion that while women are active in a 
greater or lesser degree in different countries, “‘it 
would be worthwhile for the Societies to consider 
whether they are really using the capabilities of 
women in their service to the best and fullest ad- 
vantage and whether they are giving women suf- 
ficient recognition and as full a share in their coun- 
cils and policy-making bodies as they might.” 

The Group recognized that Women’s organiza- 
tions represent throughout the world “the greatest 
organized reservoir of lay power in the Churches.” 
This reservoir has not yet been fully drawn upon 
by the Bible Societies, nor have we given the women 
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in the Churches the information about the Bible 
in the world today which would inspire them to 


action. 


Where this has been done through Women’s Or- 
yanizations, latent talent has been produced, and 
the work of the Bible Society has received a new 
impetus. Many women have developed a wider out- 
look and a sense of vocation and fellowship across 
the barriers of denominations has increased. 


Women respond readily to active participation in 
the fellowship of the churches in the world. 


The remarkable growth, for instance, in the last 
few years, of the Women’s World Day of Prayer, 
serves to support this impression, and there are few 
causes that can lead one more widely into a world 
fellowship than that of the Bible Societies. 

In appealing for women to have a greater share 
in giving the Bible to the world, the Group recalled 
that it was a woman, Phebe of Cenchrea, who was 
the first colporteur, carrying St. Paul’s letter to 
Rome, and that the English Revised Version of the 
Bible gives a challenging translation of Psalm 68, 
Verse 11: “The Lord giveth the word: the women 
that publish the tidings are a great host.” 


Prayer Changes Things 


We have heard the expression, “Prayer changes 
things,” so many times that it has well nigh lost its 
meaning for us. Many have used the expression, yet 
find no real truth in the statement for themselves... 


What do you think of prayer? Do you believe 
that prayer really changes things? The Christian 
knows that prayer changes things. 


Prayer changes our lives. Certainly he who is 
faithful and diligent in his prayer life will be a 
different person. One cannot maintain a close com- 
munion with God through prayer and not be 
changed from day to day. 


Prayer also changes our will. If we pray in the 
right spirit and with the help of the Holy Spirit, 
we will see that God’s plan and purpose for our 
lives is being carried out, and that His will over- 
rules our will. If our Lord Jesus Christ could pray, 
“Not my will ... but thine,” certainly we should 
pray the same prayer. 


Prayer changes our thinking and outlook on life. 
Oftimes our thinking needs changing, and it is God 
alone who can cause us to think in the right chan- 
nels. We can see things in better perspective if we 
allow more time for our prayer life. People who 
have their thinking upon a high God-given spiritual 
level, and those whose outlook is upward and God- 
ward, are those who “carry everything to God in 
prayer.” We cannot hope to witness to others of the 
effectiveness of our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 
as Saviour and Sustainer if our outlook in life is not 
heavenward. 


Prayer does change things ... it changes you. 


—From The Presbyterian Home. 
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We learn trom 
Hod's Word 
at Sunday School 





God speaks to us through His Book, The 
H 


vide unflickering light in every dark and 


oly Bible. Its unchangeable truths pro- 


grow from childhood to spiritual maturity. 
It tells us of Christ, our Saviour, and chal- 
lenges us to personal commitment. It is 
truly the Book of Books. No other book so 


deserves our study. 


be present on RALLY DAY 


SEPTEMBER 28, 1952 


Give generously 
on Rally Day to 


help to teach 


Our Board of Christian Education helps 
in many ways to help us make the Bible 
more vital in our lives and in the life of 
our Church. Christ-centered church school 
literature guides us in Bible study. These 
materials are provided free to Sunday 
schools that could not possibly secure 
them otherwise. Full-time fellow workers 
in Christiomn Education help us improve 
our educational program. Ministerial and 
college students are assisted financially 
und spiritually in preparation for leader- 
ship in our Church and our community. 
Our Rally Day gifts make all this pos- 
sible. 


God’s Word through Christian Education 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION, PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 


Presbyterian Building, 8 North Sixth Street, Richmond, Virginia. 





SEPTEMBER 17.1952 











CHURCH NEWS 


W orld Missions Receipts 





Apr. 1, 1951, to Sept. 1, 1951 ............ $389,282.45 
Apr. 1, 1952, to Sept. 1, 1952 ........ .... 468,445.35 
a i $ 79,162.90 


Program Of Progress 
Net Receipts 


Apr. 1, 1951, to Sept. 1, 1951 
Apr. 1, 1952, to Sept. 1, 1952 .. 


.. $ 46,210.50 
70,541.75 


icinnisiaapiciaatiatiiiaalireibmenniaiesennetini $ 24,331.25 





Presbytery Of Ouachita 


Arkadelphia has been selected as the place of the 
fall meeting of Ouachita Presbytery. The time is 
2:30 P. M., Tuesday, October 15, 1952. 


—John T. Barr, Sr. 
Stated Clerk. 





Plans For Strengthening 
Men’s Work 


Richmond, Va. (PN)—Plans for organizing 
and strengthening men’s work in every local church, 
for developing and using better program materials, 
and for inaugurating a training program for leaders 
were announced recently by the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Assembly’s Men’s Council. 


Feeling that better trained leaders and an ade- 
quate program of publicizing the work of men’s 
groups were essential to a larger and stronger pro- 
gram for Men, the Council gave particular stress 
to these two phases of work. 


The training program for leaders approved by 
the Executive Committee called for the training of 
Synod Presidents, Synod Committee representatives 
and Regional Directors by the Division of Men’s 
Work, with the responsibility on the Assembly’s 
Men’s Council. Presbytery Council would also be 
trained by Division Staff with the responsibility 
primarily on Synod Councils. Local officers are to 
be trained by Presbytery Councils with the help of 
Synod Councils, Materials for the training pro- 
grams will include manuals for Presbytery, Synod, 
and Assembly Councils; helps on good programs, 
Council meetings, etc.; and guidance materials for 
those planning synod, presbytery, district, and local 
church conferences and training programs. 


The Executive Committee also announced its 
tentative approval of Oct. 21-24, 1954, as the time 
of the next Assembly-wide Men’s Convention. At- 
lanta, Georgia is to be investigated as the place of 
meeting, although the Committee also recommend- 
ed that some consideration be given to rotating the 
place with respect to the Western end of the As- 
sembly. 
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History Of Our Chaplains’ Service 
In World War II Published 


An elaborately illustrated 149-page book, titled 
They Answered the Call, saluting the men of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., who served as Chap- 
lains in World War II, will be released this month 
by the Defense Service Council and John Knox 
Press. 


The book contains a brief record of the military 
service of each chaplain, including, when available, 
a photograph and a personal account of highlights 
of spiritual ministry. 


The opening section of the book tells of the or- 
ganization of the Defense Service Council, of its 
work, and of the witness of the chaplaincy in this 
country and overseas. It is illustrated by a generous 
number of photographs. The book is dedicated to 
Chaplain James W. McFall, U.S.N.R., the only 
Chaplain from the Presbyterian Church, U. &., to 
die in the service of our country during World War 
Il. It was written by the late Dr. Dan T. Cald- 
well, wartime director of the Defense Service Coun- 
cil, and Dr. B. Lowry Bowman, World War II 
Chaplain, now pastor of First Presbyterian Church, 
Sarasota, Florida. 


Funds have been made available to provide one 
copy to each chaplain who served in World War 
II, or to his surviving family. The remaining copies 
of this limited edition may be purchased at cost 
($6.95) by interested organizations or individuals 
from John Knox Press, Box 1176, Richmond, Va., 
as long as the supply lasts. 





Recorded Library 
For Brazil 


Atlanta, Ga. (PN) — Fine progress is being 
made in developing a recorded library of hymns, 
prayers, and responses to be used in native Portu- 
guese language radio programs in Brazil. 


Word has been received from Dr. John M. Alex- 
ander, Secretary, Division of Radio and Television, 
Board of Church Extension, that he expects the 
recordings to be finished early this month. The team 
of experts who are helping Dr. Alexander will re- 
turn to this country September 13. 


The recorded library will make it possible for the 
Division of Radio and ‘Television (through the 
Protestant Radio Center) to make up package radio 
programs to be broadcast in Brazil. Music and 
responses from the library will be added to native- 
language sermons which will be recorded later in 
Brazil. 


The program is the U. S. Presbyterian Church’s 
first attempt in preparing foreign-language radio 
programs. The project was sponsored jointly by the 
Church’s Division of Radio and Television and the 
Board of World Missions. 
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“Twa Sackadel” 


He was a large man with kind, patient eyes, this 
pastor of the Bibanga Leprosy Colony. And his 
eyes look deep into the hearts of his people, whose 
affliction he shares. 


As the Christmas party at the colony drew to a 
close, he rose to his feet to deliver the prayer. Al- 
though I could not understand the dialect, I felt 
the passionate conviction underlying his words. 
Over and over | heard the phrase “twa sackadel,” 
and I knew that it means “thank you” in Congo- 
lese, 


As we rode back to the mission station, the mis- 
sionary director of the colony said: 


“T wish you could have understood that prayer. 
I’ll tell you about it.” 


And this is a part of the prayer as he inter- 
preted it: 


“Lord, we thank Thee for the blessings and joys 
of this sacred season. We thank Thee for the 
friends who are here with us to share the joy with 
us. We know that the white people come to Africa 
for many reasons, most of them to make money and 
to possess themselves of the riches of this land. But 
it is an amazing thing (he repeated this several 
times), an amazing thing that some white people 
have come because they are concerned about us, the 
unfortunate ones with leprosy, and want to help us 
and the other people too... ” 


WITH CRIPPLED HANDS 


I was, of course, deeply moved by this touching 
expression of gratitude, but it was not until I visit- 
ed the leprosy colony at Tunda that I was brought 
to the abrupt realization that gratitude is not a one- 
sided affair. There I saw at least fifty women with 
crippled hands holding up the beautiful and intri- 
cate needlework they had done with their teeth and 
knees and stumps of hands. And I’ll never forget 
the look of pride in the eyes of many of their hus- 
bands as they helped hold up the bright-colored 
pieces. 


Overwhelmed with sudden humility before the 
unconquerable spirit which had produced this handi- 
work, | thought: 


“Twa sackadel to you, too, and to all our African 
patients for the many things you have given us and 
shown us—your courage in the face of unspeakable 
horror and pain and loss, your spirit of indepen- 
dence, your patience and your love. To you, twa 
sackadel.”’ —From Leprosy Mission Digest. 








GET READY FOR 


CHURCH PAPER WEEK 
October 12-19 





CALVIN CAN BE YOURS 


FREE! 


Yes, the great 45-volume set of John Cal- 
vin's incomparable commentaries on the 
Holy Scriptures can be yours absolutely 
FREE of any cost to you. 


TENEENNTE 


Here’s Our Offer: 


YOU OBTAIN 100 SUBSCRIPTIONS TO 


The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal 


and send to us correct names, addresses 
and remittances collected from sub 
scribers at $2.50 each. We give you the 
complete, fine-edition set of Calvin Com- 
mentaries currently retailing for $150.00. 


But here’s the BIG part of this offerl You 
don't have to wait until you have the 100 
subscriptions to begin receiving your 
books. For every three subscriptions you 
send in, we'll send you one volume of the 
commentaries. By the time you have sold 
99 JOURNAL subscriptions, you'll have 33 
volumes of these up-to-date commentaries. 
Your 100th subscription will then bring 
you the rest of the books! 


Ideal as a gift for your pastor! Get every 
department working on this and surprise 
him with a set. It's the most sought-after 
commentary in the world among Presby- 
terian preachers. 


Ideal as a gift for your church library! 
Ideal as a gift for a seminary student! 
Ideal as a gift! That's why we want to 
give it to you. 
The Southern Presbyterian 


Journal 
WEAVERVILLE ... NORTH CAROLINA 
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UNION WILL NOT BRING REVIVAL 


——— 


REVIVAL WILL BRING UNITY 


The greatest need of the Church and the greatest need in America is a 
revival of Christian faith and practice. 
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The weakness of the Church centers in her attempt to cater to men, through 
diluting Christian faith and watering down the Christian message. 





The power of the Church stems from the presence of the Holy Spirit and 
revealed in a body of truth which men are to believe and by which they 
live. 
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When, for the sake of numbers and organization, we are willing to soft- 
pedal the facts of Christianity, as clearly stated in the Word of God, we 
have not strengthened the Church—we have weakened it. 
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The peculiar witness of Presbyterianism is that it is a confessional Church— 
a Church which stands for a body of truth as being essential. When any 
Church retreats from strict adherence to these doctrines it becomes an in- 
clusive, not a confessional Church. 
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The greatest contribution the Southern Presbyterian Church can make to 
contemporary Christianity is to put the content of Christian truth before 
either numbers or organization. 
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The world—America—Presbyterianism: all need such a witness today. For 
that reason we need: 


THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE PRESERVATION 
AND CONTINUATION OF THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


WRITE FOR INFORMATION 


H.B. Denby ... Secretary 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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